member Fis erueifizion and to do so by par-
inkine of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:20-
291 . Therefore, if a change was to be made
i the Sabbath commandment what Scrip-
taral assurance do we have that Sunday is
the proper day to substitute for the seventh-
day Sabbath?

Then, tog, it seems sirange that God
would lwe satisfied to have man rewrite one
af the commandments, If He is, then we
wonder why He bothered to write any of
them, Why did He not just leave it to man
to write an entire code of law for himself?
1t i3 for the same rezson He did not give
him freedom to work over the fourth, and
+his reason is inm Jeremiah 10:23: “0O Lord,
! know that the way of man i3 not in him-
self: it is not in man that walketh fo direct
his steps.”

Some do not seem 1o consider all the
commandments equally important. They re-
gard the fourth as being unimportant.
They deceive themselves into thinking that
they can be Christians without it, and
that God doss neot mind if they ampufate
o little of His law,

Christians today must follow Christ and
not the Pope of Rome and become awars
{hat there is no Scripturally-stated reason
for observing Sunday as, or for, the Sab-
bath, and that religious surgery 18 a most
dangerous practice. Petar said: “We ought
to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29),
and we believe this is the only safe course
for Christians fo pursue. 5-1169
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“You mayv read your Bible from Genesis
1o the Revelation and you will not find
& single line suthurizing the sanctification
¢f Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the relig-
ipus obsezrvance of Saturday, a day which
we never sanctify.” —Fgith of OQur Fathers,
p. 111, by Cardinal Gibbons.

Now we cite a passage from the writings
of another well-known Catholic authority:

"Every one knows that Sunday is the first
day of the week while Saturday ig the sev-
enth day, and the Sabhbaih consecrated as
s ¢ay for rest...It woas the holy Catholic
church that changed the day of rest from
Saturday to Sunday; and not only com-
pelled all to keep Sundey, but ...anaihe-
matized . those who kept the Sabhath, and
urged all persons to labor on the seventh
day under penalty of dnathema. The Bible
says, ‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy’; bui the Catholie church says, No!
keep the first day of the week, and the
whole world bows in obedience.” —Leclures
o} Falher Enright, C8.5.R.

This is what we mean by religioys surgery
—rcutting out part of the law of Goad and
substituting something else in its place.
Where does God give man liberty to do
such tawmpering with His divine precepts?
Ir it is to be found it must be in the “Book
of Imagination,” for there is no hint of
such'in the Bible. Why should anyone think
it necessary to make changes when His
iaw is perfeet (Psa. 19:7; and when His
commeandments are to stand fast for ever
and ever (Psa, 111:8)7

Many approve of religious surgery whesn
it is used {o cut the Sabbath ocut of the
f

Religioas murgery

~C 1lli- wWhat Has Been Cui Ont of God’s Law?

vRBut there wers false propiets also anmong
the people, even os there shell be faise
teachars among you, who privily shall bring

in damnable heresies, even denying the

Lord that bought them, ens bring upcn
themselves swift destruction. 4nd many
shall follow their pernicious ways, by rea-
son of whom the woey of truth shall be
evil spoken of” (2 Pet, 2:1, 2).

- Any heresy s false, but Peter speaks
of cammnable heresies that bring swift de-
struction upon those who teach them. One
of the most damnable heresies being scat-
tered abroad today is the common belief that
any sort of worship is Christianity and is
ascceptable with God-—that a positive com-
mang of God may be discheved with im-
punity andsor ignored or replaced with
something else if done in the name of re-
ligious worship. Not only is this believed,
but it is a common practice.

Thus, we might say that when any part
of God’s commandments has been altered
in any way, and/ar when ithe command-
ments of men are substituted therefore that
sreligious surgery” has been performed.

Such “operating” on God’s law should not
be undertaken for two main reasons: (1)
“The law of the Lord is perfect...” (Psa.
19:7), and, thevefore, it Is impossible for
man to improve it; and (2} “...all his
commandments gre sure, They stand fast
jfor ever and ever, and are done in ifruih
cnd  uprightness” {(Psa. 111:8). Thus it
would be impossible to either change or
annu! them. Then, too, it is dangerous to

ourilr commandment, but we hear no one
advocating the need of removing or chang-
ing any of the gther nine. Why is the fourth
more offensive then the rest? Ii is strunge
that if God “slipped” when He wrote the
fourth commandment (haoving reguested
semething that was a grievous yoke and
impossible to comply with) that He would
not have discoversed His mistaks 2zad di-
rected a change. The popular belief seems
to be that He did not realize His blunder,
and that man later found this mistake and
undertook to correct it—by changing the
Sabbath to Sunday. If God made a mistaks
in asking that the Sabbath be cobserved for
“ever-and ever” (Psa. 111:8) how can anyone
be surce that Sunday is the day He should
have asked, or meant to ask, ug to obzerve
as the Sabbath? We ask this guestion be-
cause no Bible writer tells us that a change
to Sunday was ever to be made. Thus, how
can we he sure that we are not todsy ex-
pected to observe, say, Friday? It is widely
believed that Christ was crucified on this
day, and it was by His death that we are
reconciled te God (Rom. 5:10), that we
are cleansed from sin {1 John 1:7), that we
ave justified (Rom. 5:9), that w= have re-
demption (Eph. 1.7), and that we are sancti-
fied (Heb. 13:12}.

Yet the Christlan world says Sunday
shovld be the Sabbath because Christ arose
from the grave on that day, a’lthough no
such Seriptural significanc: iz aftached to
His resurrection as we have. just cited as
being assoclated with His crucifixion., The
revealing fact is that there is nost even
one verse of Scripture that so much as
hints that the day of His resurrection
should be commemoraied in any way. On

-
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siean from Revelation 22:18, 18:

c I any man shaell add unto these
things. God shall add unioc him the plogues
gt are written in this book: and if any
mon shall take away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God shall take
2ray his part out of the book of life, and
cuf of the holy city, and from the fhings
which are written in this bock”

- seemr to think that God will over-
o e meddling with Fis jaw if it
is duore in the guise of rellgious (?) wor-
nip, bul such worship is ungedly and
vain, because Jesus said: ¢ .. .in vain they
do -worshin me, teaching for docirines
the rammandmenfs of mer” (Mati. 15:9).

Vair worship 18 even worse than no wor-
ship, for by it others are deceived. Peter
telis us (and we repeat v, 2 Y.L many
siail Follow their parnicious ways, by rea-
son of whom the way of truith shali be evil
spoken of. And through covelousness shall
tney 1with jeigned words make merchandise
',f v whose judgment now of a long time
Ungareth not, gnd their daomnotion slum-
hergih not” (? Fet, 2:2, 3).

Yes, “the way of truth shall be ewil spok-
en of" by vain worshipers. They are loud
sud eastful in their worship, butl becorne

ery angrv when the truth is presented
‘o them. They have a form of godlinpss but
Gony the power thereaf (2 Tim. 2:5). Godli-
ress 18 to gbey God. Those who do not may
have a form of obedience (godliness), but
it is not through complying with God's
Word and obeyving Hiz laws. Ii only comes
by adhering to “a form” that they have
cdevised fo toke the place of God's standard
of righteousness,

s
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v Lo Uw 10uUld LRAL L was deulcuted ny
sunn worshiners to their god, thz Sun, to
hiotse hime and they called it Sun'sdoy.
{he possessive “s” was dropped to
meie it Sunday.

A 321 E'I*peror Censtantine, the
art Tuler, after being reaved to inanhoud
worship of the sun and h:*.;r‘g em-

oraced e Romean chureh foith aod wish-
ing tn please the sun worshipers, izsued, on
WMerch the Tth, a Sunday edict as follows:

‘L-t:: 11 the Judffes and town pecople, sna

the ¢ 4patu;n of gll trades, rest on the ven-
ﬂ cf the sun; but let those who ave
s} 3 in the country, freely and at full
ilper attend to thie business of agriculture;
bocause it often happens that no cther da}
5 se fit for SC'.'\"I‘I&, corn and planting vinas

est, the tical moment being let slip, men

crit
snould lese the commodities b,:u.teu by heav-

Tre foregoing manuseript written in Lat-
‘n (58 Emperor Constantine is said to be in
farvard University (U.S.A)). Concerning
his edict we quote from Book of Facts, p.
3l arl, Sunday, edited by H. M. Rouff, as

e birst law, eilher ecclesiastical ov civil,
©waich the Sabbatical observance of Sun-
is known to have been ordained, is
Bdict of Constantine A. D. 3717
The Council of thze Cathelic church held
at Laodicea, A, D. 385, strictly forbade any
nual labor 1o be done on the venerable
" the sun znd commanded all to labor
seventh day of the week unier pen-
anathema. Concerning this religious
the historian, Pryme, sald:
N g wxeptﬂ day Sabbath weas selemnized
by hrist and the Apostles, and primitive

A
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forined, and although some may be malic-

- 1}_;5_1:)u:,l*' gullt_\', of such an act, we are assured

that many others are unaware they ha
hean distoyal to God and His Word b;»
1aving been involved in ap illega! operation
upon it. One may be honestly mistaken
very easily or guilty of something ignor-
antly.

The religious surgery to which we wish
to draw attention in this leaflel has to do
with the day God expeets His people to
observe as a time for rest, fellowship, and
worship. There are those who contend that
the Ten Commandrhents are in force today
and profess to observe them, but only after
an “operation” has been performed to re-
move the seventh day out of the fourth and
to substitute in its place the first dax of
the: week. It is our conteniien that Ged
has not authorized such an operation and
will deal harshly with those who are party
to this act.

There is a reason why this change was
originally made and why so manv advocate
that there was justification for sc¢ deing
and why it is being so generally embraced
today. Pomtmg out this reasen is the mn-
iive for this work.

Customs have a great influence in mold-
ing lives, Because of custom, many people
think that the word Sunday meeiis Sabbath
day, not realizing how the seven d’ws of
the week got their idolatrous names. We can
naot take space in this brief tiact to detail
how all the davs of the week received their
Poman nemes. However, anyon2 whe iz n-
terested can find this information by con-
ulting a Webster's Unabridged Dictionary
In regard to the first dey of the week,

3, il the Lgodicean Council did
iz manner aibolish the observance of it in

almed o
g2 1nh1111ﬂ1e stute .mf1 chulr_q were united,
zngd the peuple wera twred to supnort this
ciurch of Rome. Furthermore, the armises
of the werld were used to enforce the Pope's
nandale. We quote Myers Generci History,
o.oa2l% 1850 edition:
Ihe Pope thus came to be regarded as
the fountaln of Justice, and in theo yoat
teast, the svpreme Judge of C“rviﬁtend o,
while emperor and l—mgs and all ¢ivil ma
trutes bore the sword sunply as his minisie
to carry into effect his seniences and cl -
crees’

People then were compelled o obey the
State church or suffer martyrdom. In these
dark ages no one dared f{o aguesiion ihe
powey of the Pope in public. That church
still boasts of havirg the power to make
tawrs .delng uen the conscience. We quote
from their church catechism, to wit:

“What warrant have you for keeping
the Sunday preferabls to the ancient Sab-
buth, whiclh was Seturday? Arswer—TWe
have the authority DA Apos*ohc tradition”
—Camw?" Christion Inslrucior, p. 731

Yes, traditions of the charch are to them
retter, or more to bhe honored, than Bihle
cormands. Again we qucte:

“Like two rivers flowing from Paradise,
the Bible and Tradition contnin the words
of Cod, the precious gems of revealed truth.
"ifou"" thess 1wo divine stresms, are in
themselves of eguel sacredness, both are
full of revealed truths, Still of the two,
Traditicn 1s to us more clear znd sate)
—Cathelic Bellef, p. 45,
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